
 

 

 

Learning Target:  

Today, students will be able to articulate their opinion on censorship and its role in 
our public education system.  

Directions: Familiarize yourself with the Academic Vocabulary that is used in the article and 

read the Overview below. Then, read the article and respond to the guiding questions.  

 

Academic vocabulary 

Censorship: The suppression or prohibition of any parts of books, films, news, etc. that are 

considered obscene, politically unacceptable, or a threat to society 

Holocaust: destruction or slaughter on a mass scale – in this case, the violence inflicted on the 

Jewish community during World War 2 by the Nazis. 

Graphic Novel: a novel in comic-strip format 

Sociopolitical climate: the current relationship between social and political dynamics in 

society. Where social structures and political structures intersect 

Anthropomorphic imagery: in this case, giving human traits to non-human entities. For 

example, giving human traits to the animals in the graphic novel, ‘Maus’ 

 

Overview: Between the years 1979 and 1991, Art Spiegelman conducted a series of interviews 

with his father, a Polish, Jewish man, and survivor of the holocaust. He then created a graphic 

novel to tell the story of his father using mice to represent Jewish people and Cats to represent 

Nazis. Because the holocaust is such a traumatic topic, Spiegelman created the graphic novel 

using animals to make it easier to engage with. Recently, a School Board in Tennessee voted to 

ban the book, citing profanity and depictions of nudity and death as the reason. Art Spiegelman 

shared his thoughts on the decision to ban his book in an article published in the Spokesman- 

Review. Below are guided questions to use during your reading.  

 Click here for the article about Art Spiegelman’s book, ‘Maus’ or use the screenshot provided. 

 

 

 

Related Article: Spiegelman sees new ban 

of his book ‘Maus’ as ‘red alert’ 

 by Michael Cavna 
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Reading Questions:  

1) According to the article, who do you think the intended audience was when 
Art Spiegelman created his graphic novel, ‘Maus’? 

 

 

 

2) What prestigious award did ‘Maus’ win? Why do you think this is 
mentioned in the article?  

 

 

 
 
 

3) Why was Maus removed from the 8th grade curriculum in McMinn County, 
Tennessee? Do you agree or disagree with the decision? Why?  

 

 

 

 

4) What is the value of teaching students about the Holocaust? Why do you 
think it might be important to learn about such a dark period in history? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Prompt:  

You have been given the opportunity to cast the final, deciding vote to either ban ‘Maus’ or 

allow it continue to be used in your curriculum. In a short paragraph, address the School Board 

and tell them your decision. Provide specific details to support your claim. Before writing your 

paragraph, use the Venn Diagram to compare the two options you have. 

 

 

 

 


